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SQL End of Life 
Modernisation
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Why SQL is Best on Azure 

Innovation for your 

data applications

Flexible and open 

cloud destinations

Limitless scale and 

unmatched 

performance

Layers of security 

and leading 

compliance 

Best total cost 

of ownership 
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Migration Options for your SQL Databases

The best destination for SQL workloads in the cloud

SQL Server on 

premises

Move to PaaS with 

Azure SQL 

Database Managed 

Instance (MI)

Move to IaaS with 

Azure SQL VM

Lift-and-shift to MI for fully managed database 

services.  Your app always runs on evergreen features, 

avoiding manual patching, upgrade, and End of Support

Upgrade to SQL Server 2019 on Azure VMs, or

Move “as-is” with Resource Provider for auto backup, 

patching, etc and get 3 years of Extended Security 

Updates* for free for SQL 20012/R2

Upgrade to SQL Server 2019 and 

Windows Server 2019

Modernize to Azure 

Modernize on premises

Upgrade on 

premises

SQL
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Fast provisioning 
and scalability 

Shared resource 
consumption for 

multi-tenant support

Single database Elastic pool Single instance

High compatibility 
with SQL Server and 
native VNET support

4 TB

Storage 

replication

99.99% HA

4 TB

Always On

99.995% HA

200 TB

Read-scale 

cluster

99.99% HA

8TB

Storage 

replication

99.99% HA

4 TB

Always On

99.995% HA

4 TB

Storage 

replication

99.99% HA

8 TB

Always On

99.995% HA

Service tier 
(Data size and 
HA)

Programming 
model and 
management 
control Instance pool 

General 
purpose

Business 
critical

Hyperscal
e

General 
purpose

Business 
critical

General 
purpose

Business 
critical

General 
purpose

Business 
critical

Migrate smaller 
instances to the 
cloud at scale

8TB

Storage 

replication

99.99% HA

4 TB

Always On

99.995% HA

User 
needs

How to pick Azure SQL models and service tiers 

100 TB

Read-scale 

cluster

99.99% HA

Hyperscal
e

Rehosting 
and/or can 
tolerate 80 
vCore and 
100TBs

Maintain control 
over O/S, 
patching, 

scaling, HADR

SQL 
Server on 

Azure 
VMs

64 disks

80K IO, 800 

MBps

HTAP / 
Data 
Marts OLTP Rehosting

SQL Server 
on Azure 

VM

4 TB

Storage 

replication

99.99% HA

General 
purpose

Serverless
single database 

Optimize price-perf 
for intermittent and 

unpredictable 
workloads
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Comparing Manageability

Database

Applications

Datacenter management

Hardware

Virtualization

Operating system

Database provision/ Patch/Scaling

High Availability/ DR/Backups

Intelligent performance/security

DataData

Applications

Datacenter management

Hardware

Virtualization

Operating system

Database provision/ Patch/Scaling

High Availability/ DR/Backups

Intelligent performance/security

SQL instance-level features

Database

Datacenter management

Hardware

Virtualization

Operating system

Database provision/ Patch/Scaling

Data

Applications

High Availability /DR/Backups

SQL instance-level features

Database

Managed by 
Microsoft

Managed by 
Noventiq's NOC 
Services

Machine learning 
capability

Azure SQL 

Database 

Azure SQL DB 

managed instance

SQL Server 

on Azure VMs

Managed by 
customer

SQL instance-level features
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How Noventiq's Advisory Services Helps you to choose best

6

01
START

FINISH

02

03

04
05

Assess Current Infra & Database, Identify 
Dependencies & Integrations

Define Capacity and Identify the best 
possible SKU / Licensing Model Fit for 
the Databases

Migrate Databases as per the defined 
plan

Validate , Secure, Optimize 
& Manage (MSP)

Define a migration plan, approach, methodology & 
Timeline



7

Thank You
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